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BIOGRAPHY

Léo Caillard
Born in Paris, 1985
Leo Caillard represents the new generation of emerging artists with his singular
vision. Overlapping art, technology, and imagination, his meticulously crafted
creations combine a delicate intertwining of the new and the historic. Caillard
invites us to rediscover and question our social environment with a lightness of
touch, humour and sensitivity.
His Hipsters in Stone series was widely viewed on line and subsequently, since
2012, it has featured in many international art fairs. The body of work reassigns
the classical figures of the Louvre’s extensive sculpture collection in today’s
contemporary attire.

Whether he’s transforming ancient sculptures, or creating the digital works
of tomorrow, his quest remains the same: to surprise! The viewer is drawn to
the familiar within the image, but at closer inspection it reveals many layers
of incongruous information. This collision of elements forces the observer to
question his assumptions and question the roles of the subjects presented.
In 2018, Caillard has truly opened the door to the art of the 21st century.

GENESIS

“The exhibition Past is Present was born from an exciting
and inspiring meeting around the issue of the imprint of
the past on contemporary art.
Firstly, through King’s College London, who, as part of their
ongoing project ‘Modern Classicisms’, are organising an
exhibition in March entitled The Classical Now! which
brings together many works of contemporary art in
dialogue with artefacts from Antiquity.
Then naturally with Mr Christian Levett and the great
team of MACM who are behind the impetus given to this
London project.
The MACM collection, open to the world and modernity.
creates a permanent dialogue between eras, societies
and artistic techniques. It is an honour for me to have
the opportunity to present my work in such a strong and
eclectic museum collection.
I have always had a great interest for the question of time. Whether we look at it from a scientific
or philosophical point of view, this question continues to elude us because it is the foundation
of our existence. The way we define the past, the present, and the future, is nothing else but the
experience of our own life.
It is difficult to detach from this personal relationship to time. However, seen from another angle,
on the scale of terrestrial time for example, Antiquity is extremely close to our era.
Civilisations and social habits change but the individuals that make up humanity remain the same,
inhabited by the same questions and the same search for meaning.
It seems obvious to me that our past is our present. Antiquity is at the origin of our era. My
work therefore seeks to open a dialogue between these two periods in order to extract a new
meaning.
More than ever before, our relationship with time is accelerating, the world is changing rapidly
and we are actively thinking about ourselves in order to better apprehend tomorrow. The
challenges ahead, exciting and disturbing at the same time, give artists an incredible field of
expression.
With each important change, society knew to look at its past to better create its future. It is up
to artists to give this reflection a visual space.”
Léo Caillard

PARTNERSHIP

The MACM’s on-going collaboration with King’s College London (KCL) for the project Modern Classicisms
culminates with The Classical Now! 2nd March – 28th April 2018: a major exhibition pairing the works of
modern and contemporary artists with classical Greek and Roman antiquities at Bush House Arcade and
the Inigo Rooms, Somerset House, London. www.modernclassicisms.com
Curated by Michael Squire, James Cahill and Ruth Allen, the exhibition is
about “what the classical means or looks like, now… the idea is to show
that there is no one ‘route’ between antiquity and modernity, but instead
multiple interconnections”.
Those interconnections are also central to the vision of the MACM thus
we are delighted to partner with KCL and loan a significant amount of
works from the museum collection which will play an important part of
this exhibition.
An exhibition exploring Greek and Roman antiquity in
the modern artistic imagination, at King’s College London
ACRO SS TWO LO CATIONS

Inigo Rooms, Somerset House
East Wing, WC2R 2LS
The Arcade, Bush House
Strand, WC2B 4PJ
Tue – Sat 11.00 –17.00
FREE ADMISSION
kcl.ac.uk/culture
#TheClassicalNow

The MACM, keen to echo this London-based event across the Channel
to Mougins in the South of France, will host a simultaneous exhibition of
Caillard’s works in the museum – Past is Present, 16th March – 27th
May 2018.
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EXHIBITION

2 March – 28 April 2018

Yves Klein, Blue Venus (S 41), 1962. Dry pigment and synthetic resin on plaster
69.5 × 30 × 20 cm, © Yves Klein estate, ADAGP Paris / DACS, London, 2018
Image: © Musée d’Art Classique de Mougins (MACM) 2018

Parisian photographer and contemporary artist Léo Caillard, renowned
for reassigning the classical figures of the Louvre’s extensive sculpture
collection in today’s contemporary attire, will take part in The Classical
Now! For the occasion he has been commissioned by KCL to create a
site-specific installation on the Strand.

PAST IS
PRESENT

Caillard’s engaging series Hipsters in Stone gives the visitor a contemporary
and humorous vision of ancient sculptures; humanising some of the
great mythological personalities, he brings them into a relatable world
for the 21st century onlooker.
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Commissioned to transform our magnificent over life-size statue of
emperor Hadrian into a modern day hipster, Léo Caillard will cross the
barriers of time in the MACM portrait gallery.
He will take this journey through time to a new dimension with a
futuristic augmented reality portrait of emperor Caracalla only visible
through a smart phone or a tablet.

Caillard’s more recent work will also be on display for the very first time and one will see that the classical
influence is omnipresent in his creations as they dialogue with the ancient pieces that surround them in our
first floor gallery.
The armoury is an unmissable part of the MACM’s permanent exhibition and is home to the world’s largest
private collection of Graeco-Roman helmets and armour.The men from Antiquity that lived, fought and died
in this equipment, are often revered today by our visitors as heroes… Caillard’s Heroes in Stone integrate
these great warriors’ domain with a certain tongue in cheek!
Past is Present, a temporary exhibition by Léo Caillard
16th March – 27th May 2018 @ MACM (Musée d’Art Classique de Mougins)

ARTWORKS

Hipster in marble ‘Laocoon’
Edition of 3
Bust in resin & white Carrara
marble powder
2017
Ht. 70cm

Hipster in bronze ‘Farnese’
Edition of 3
Brown bronze bust on a black
marble base
2014
Ht. 80cm

ARTWORKS

Hipster in Stone V
Muse Calliope
Edition of 3
Fine Art print under acrylic Diasec
2014
120x180cm

Hipster in Stone II
Venus
Edition of 3
Fine Art Print under acrylic Diasec
2014
120x180cm

ARTWORKS

Hipster in Stone I
Aristaeus
Edition of 5
Fine Art print under acrylic Diasec
2013
60x90cm

Hadrian
Unique Edition
Marble statue
Head, Roman early 2nd century,
Body, 17th century,
to be dressed as a Hipster
2018
Ht. 2m

Caracalla Virtual Reality
Unique Edition
Augmented Reality 3D simulation
2018
Ht. 70cm

ARTWORKS

Icarus
Edition of 5
Metal Electroplatting on resin
2017
W. 60 cm

Venus Sine
Edition of 5
Bust in resin & white Carrara marble
powder
2017
Ht. 60cm

ARTWORKS

Heroes of Stone Wonder Woman
Edition of 3
Bust in resin & white Carrara marble
powder
2016
Ht. 80cm

Heroes of Stone Captain Amercia
Edition of 3
Bust in resin & white Carrara marble
powder
2016
Ht. 80cm

Heroes of Stone Superman
Edition of 3
Bust in resin & white Carrara marble
powder
2016
Ht. 80cm

ARTWORKS

Hipster in Stone XXV
Edition of 5
Fine Art print under acrylic Diasec
2017
90x60cm

Hipster in Stone XXVI
Edition of 5
Fine Art print under acrylic Diasec
2017
90x60cm
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