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FROM Picabia TO PicassO

From the late 19th century, the climate and exceptional 
location of mougins attracted many French and foreign 
visitors.

In 1924, Francis Picabia, avant-garde surrealist painter, 
developed a passion for mougins and decided to build his 
home here. Communicating his enthusiasm to his friends, 
he attracted amongst others, the great Pablo Picasso, who 
came here in 1936. Those who accompanied him, were Jean 
Cocteau, Paul Eluard, Man Ray, Francois Millet...

A few years later, Picasso moved to mougins, next to the 
Notre-dame de Vie chapel, where he lived until the end of 
his days..

THE FaMOUs FigUREs

Fernand Léger, Robert Desnos, René Clair, Isadora 
Duncan  also spent time on the hilltop. Christian Dior lived in 
the heart of the village where his most famous collections saw 
the light of day, followed a little later by Jacques Brel, Edith 
Piaf, Roland Petit, Zizi Jeanmaire, Yves Saint Laurent, 
Paul Anka, Jean Richepin, Robert Hossein, Catherine 
Deneuve, Jeanne Moreau, Roger Vivier.....
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aN OPEN aiR EXHibiTiON

Over 20 sculptures are displayed in the winding streets of the 
old village of mougins, in the gardens and suspended in the 
air. The whole village is invaded by this open-air exhibition!

Steph Cop’s majestic wooden giants named Aro, Nicolas 
Lavarenne’s bronze muscular bodies perched on stilts, 
Sacha Sosno’s obliterations, brightly coloured metal by Théo 
Tobiasse. César’s compression and bronzes, Arman’s sliced 
works and the bright colours of Niki de Saint Phalle… every 
path leads to a new discovery.

This pleasant walk takes you on a journey through time to 
understand the evolution of the art world. From the Nouveau 
Réalisme movement of the 1960s to a contemporary 
succession, mougins monumental is an original initiatory 
route.

A detailed plan will accompany the visitor’s itinerary.
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arMan (1928-2005)
2015 marks the 10th anniversary of the death 
of Arman. Born in Nice in 1928, he lived and 
worked in Vence and New York, before attending 
the School of decorative Arts in Nice and the 
Ecole du Louvre. In 1958 he created his first 
‘Allures’ objects followed by ‘Accumulations’. 
He was recognised as a founding member of 
Nouveau Realisme, and a masterful figure in 
post-war art. In association with his time, he 
used manufactured objects produced by the 
consumer society. His works are present in the 
largest contemporary art museums in the world.
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Diana and Acteon
Bronze, 1987

232 x 120 x 80cm
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Communo Cephalite
Bronze, 1995

103 x 108 x 64cm
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cEsar (1921-1998)
« I’m fundamentally self-taught» César
In 1943, César leaves the School of Fine Arts in 
marseille for the National School of Fine Arts in 
Paris, where he remained until 1954. In 1949 
he studied arc welding, a practice that incited 
him to use scrap metal. In 1960 he turned 
to Compressions. He joined the Nouveaux 
Realistes group in 1961. Subsequently, he also 
experimented with Expansions and Human 
prints, expansion casts of body parts.

Le Pouce
Bronze, 1965

190 x 100 x 80cm

WorKs ExHiBitED

Bio
gra

PH
Y

Porsche Compressée
Porsche, 1990

170 x 96 x 70cm

Ginette
Bronze, c.1988

130 x 90 x 90cm



stEPH coP (Born 1968)
Contemporary French Artist, creator of Aro.
Aro, meaning «Obsessive Reflex Analysis» has 
been materialised for over 10 years in 100-year-
old trees fallen in the heart of their natural 
environment, the morvan Park. The artist’s 
obsessions led him to create sculptures that 
became more and more monumental. In 2012, 
a giant oak 600 years old has been resurrected 
as Aro 5.0, a five metre high sculpture weighing 
seven tons, now part of a private collection. 
The following two years were largely devoted to 
the Colossal 8.0 project. Exhibited in numerous 
galleries around the world and present amongst 
prestigious collections, Aro symbolises the 
emotions of its creator.
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Aro étude 8.0
Oak, 2014
ht. 300cm

Aro 5.0
Oak, 2013
ht. 500cm

Aro Collodi 
Oak, 2014
ht. 300cm
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nicolas lavarEnnE (Born 1953)
The son of a painter and assistant of Arman, 
Nicolas Lavarenne is a self-taught sculptor. In 
1984 he began to reap public awards and attract 
the attention of the art world. Today his works 
appear in many public and private collections 
around the world including the Royal families of 
denmark and United Kingdom, as well as the 
General Council of the Alpes-maritimes...
His sculptures are made with the most finite 
features. The detail is evident, however this is 
not what one retains, but its extension ... Sosno 
made no mistake when he wrote that Nicolas 
Lavarenne’s work is in movement because he 
understands the abundance of any concept.
From a distance, one sees bronze figures 
precariously balancing on stilts, and once up close 
one can admire a work of incredible precision 
taking you into an alternative world.

Grand Arc
Bronze, 2002

400cm
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Grand défi 
Bronze, 2009

ht. 175cm

Grand pensif
Bronze, 2012

ht. 530cm

Grand Serein 
Bronze, 2013

ht. 190cm



niKi DE saint PHallE (1930-2002) 
Approaching art as an autodidact, Niki de Saint 
Phalle joined the Nouveaux Réalistes movement 
in 1961 with her Shooting Paintings. She created 
numerous monumental sculptures in parks, 
some of which were carried out on the artist’s 
own initiative and with her own money, such as 
the Tarot Garden in Tuscany.
Better known to the general public for her 
famous «Nanas» - plump and brightly coloured 
Venuses, Niki de Saint Phalle is one of the most 
popular artists of the mid 20th century. multi 
talented as a visual artist, painter, sculptor and 
filmmaker, she is also renowned for her political 
and feminist commitment.
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Le banc des générations 
Resin, 2002

190 x 150 x 100cm
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sacHa sosno (1937-2013)
Sculptor, painter and artist, Sacha Sosno was 
born in marseille in 1937. He grew up between 
Riga and Nice, where in 1948 he begins to 
discover painting and befriends Henri matisse. In 
1956, the impact of his meeting with Yves Klein 
and Arman incites him to burn his paintings. In 
1961, he exposed the first theory of the School 
of Nice and mixes with the big names of the 
manifesto of the Nouveaux Réalistes. In 1969 
he made his first obliterated photographs. His 
concept of obliteration - to hide to enable a 
better view - was developed later in his sculpture 
and architecture. His artistic life is enriched by 
the result of long journeys, essays, exhibitions 
and underwater archaeological research. In 
2000-2002, he created the Square Head, the 
first inhabited sculpture in the world, which 
housed the offices of the Louis Nucéra central 
library of Nice.
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Hommage à Arman
Steel, 1987 

77 x 90 x 0,8cm

Exclamation
Steel, 2001

200 x 125 x 125cm

  Vénus rouge 
Steel, 2003

200 x 131cm

Le Bonhomme
Steel, 2008

190 x 70 x 70cm

Dame tranquille
Steel, 2008

110 x 73 x 120 cm

Vénus dans le vide 
Bronze blue patina, 2013

116 x 78 x 48cm

Un bon gardien 
Aluminium, 2013

248 x 130,5 x 130,5cm

Hommage à Vénus
Steel, 1987

177 x 53 x 0,8cm

Au delà
Steel, 2010
250X115



tHéo toBiassE (1927-2012)
Théo Tobiasse was born in Israel in 1927. His 
work is influenced by his exile and childhood 
memories from Lithuania. In 1931 he moved 
to Paris and during the dark years of the Nazi 
occupation, his family dispersed after remaining 
hidden for two years. After the Liberation, 
Tobiasse only dreamt of light, sun and vast skies. 
He moved to Nice, then Saint Paul de Vence, 
where he made the fascinating discovery of the 
lunar landscape of the plateau of St. Barnabas, 
Col de Vence. A painter, draftsman and sculptor 
Tobiasse refused the boundaries of genres. 
He experimented with etching, engraving, 
lithography as well as ceramics, mosaics and 
stained glass. The inspiration of Tobiasse went 
from small to monumental formats including a 
fountain, frescoes, and the enhancement of a 
chapel.
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Les Saltimbanques
Polychrome metal, 2010-2011

ht. 300cm
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MOUGINS MONUMENTAL 
CONTEMPORARY ART
Open air sculpture exhibition

LOCATION: Old Village of mougins, Côte d’Azur

DATES: 4th April – 30th June 2015
Free visit at all times!

NB: A detailed plan will guide the visitors through this artistic itinerary 
to discover the different artists, available at the tourist office and the 
musée d’Art Classique de mougins (mACm)

ORGANISATION:  
The city of mougins and the 
musée d’Art Classique de mougins (mACm)
With the kind collaboration of:

Corice Arman
Bernard Bonnaz
Collège Niki de Saint Phalle
Conseil Général des Alpes-maritimes
FG Fine Art
musée Regards de Provence
Galerie Guy Pieters
mascha Sosno
Catherine Tobiasse

BONUS: mougins monumental will continue on a smaller scale within 
the musée d’Art Classique de mougins (mACm).  
discover even more sculptures from the artists exhibited amongst the 
museum’s permanent collection. 
Open 7 days a week 10am – 6pm / www.mouginsmusee.com

INFO: AFFAIRES CULTURELLES
04 92 92 37 20
culture@villedemougins.com
www.mougins.fr
@villedemougins
#MOUGINSMONUMENTAL



contact PrEssE 

Leisa PAOLI
MACM
+33 (0)7 86 43 24 36
leisapaoli@mouginsmusee.com

or

Lydie COLOMBAT
06 84 68 01 84
04 92 92 50 24
lcolombat@villedemougins.com
@colombatlydie

Photo credits:
©ADAGP (Paris 2015), André Villers, Arman Studio Archives New York under number: APA# 8309.87.001 & APA# 8313.95.078, Fgfineart, Jean Ferrero, Jerome Kelagopian, 
R.Matthey-Fineart,  Musée d’Art Classique de Mougins MACM, Alexander Rabczuk, Collection Fondation Regards de Provence Marseille, Franck Spire, Erling Mandelmann
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